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Join us for the fun and exciting “IT’S A SMALL WORLD” Mission Trip Fundraiser 
Dinner & Auction on February 28th at the FBC Activities Center. Everyone will enjoy a 
delicious catered meal together, hear a special performance from our JCrew Kids Choir, 
and laugh around the tables with family and friends all while raising money for our 
church mission trips. 
There will be a lot of excitement as there will be tons of new silent auction items and live 
auction items to bid on. Some items we have so far are vacation houses in Asheville and 
on the beach, a Masonboro Island cookout for family and friends and Joey Logano 
NASCAR tickets. You can visit our website for an updated list of auction items. Last 
year we raised over $30,000 to provide opportunities for over 149 First Baptist teenagers, 
college students, adults and families to go on mission trips to Dallas, Texas, Homestead, 
Florida, Barcelona, Spain, Johannesburg, South Africa, and Chimaltenango, Guatemala. 

Tickets are $10 each and can be purchased in Sunday School classes, at the downtown 
office and at the Activities Center. If there is anything you would like to provide for our live 

or silent auctions, please contact Don Vigus at dvigus@fbcwilmington.org or 763-2471. 
We have awesome expectations of where God is going to lead us in the future as we seek His 

will for our mission trip ministry.

Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, February 10, at 6:30 p.m.

CrossTraining is meeting downtown as ONE worship service to 
celebrate Ash Wednesday

Join us for the Ash Wednesday service on February 10th at 
6:30 p.m. downtown in the church sanctuary. The ancient 
observance of Ash Wednesday has been a part of the Christian 
tradition since the 8th century, and is a service of reflection 
and renewal. Worshipers will have a chance to write down 
confessions and to watch them burn until they are nothing but 
ashes. After a brief meditation, the service will culminate in the traditional imposition of ashes on the 
forehead in the sign of the cross, which is a sign of repentance. 



OUR VISION:
“To become a community of  

believers that is open and welcoming 
to anyone, no matter where they are 

on their faith journey, and is  
intentionally joining with Christ in His 

redemptive work and purposes in 
the world.”

OUR MISSION:
“To become, and help others 

to become, fully devoted  
followers of  Jesus 

Christ.”
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Mark Your Calendars for 
Holy Week

Palm Sunday - March 20
Maundy Thursday- March 24
Good Friday- March 25
Easter Sunday- March 27
More details will be on our website 
and in the March Kingdom News. 

Celebration & Activity at FBC!
 
Advent and Epiphany. In the liturgical rhythm of the Christian calendar those two seasons represent the 
expectant waiting and preparation of Advent (like an expectant mother waiting for the birth of her child), and 
the celebration and activity of God’s appearance during Epiphany. That’s where we’ve been as a congregation 
these past two months in worship. 
 
But it’s probably also fair to say that’s where we’ve been as a congregation for quite a bit longer than that in 
our overall mission and ministry. For months we’ve been preparing ourselves for a new season of missional 
vitality. We hired a consultant. We examined who we are and how we do things. We discussed the changes we 
needed to make. We dreamed dreams and set goals, then we made financial commitments to make those goals 
a reality. The Deacons, the Personnel Committee, the Financial Management Committee, and the Ministerial 
Staff did the discussing, but all of us made the decision and the commitment to launch ourselves into this new 
season of missional vitality. 
 
So now the waiting and the preparation are giving way to celebration and activity! 
 
Hopefully you read the letters that were sent out to the congregation early January announcing a shift in responsibilities for Jeannie 
Troutman.  Later this Spring, Jeannie, who has done a fantastic job in Children’s Ministry, will bring her vision, her creativity, and her 
gift for getting people involved and pour that into two key areas: Connection and Communication. We’re a part of an amazing 
community of faith that is simultaneously, warm and friendly but also busy making an impact on the world. And we want to tell our 
story and get people connected who need to be a part of just that kind of community.  In the coming months, you’ll hear and see more 
about what this is going to look like, but expect a big step forward in these key areas. 
 
But wait there’s more…
 
Last year, God gave us not one but two wonderful gifts in worship. Two people with passion and ability that bless us every week in 
worship. You already know about the hiring of Steven Thomason to serve as our Minister of Traditional Worship, but we’re also 
delighted to announce the permanent hiring of Jennifer Sugerik to serve as our organist. Steven and Jennifer make a fantastic team. 
Both of them have a passion for music and worship and getting people involved in using their gifts. And with Jennifer’s choir 
background, we even have a musician who is capable of providing overall leadership in those rare Sundays when Steven is gone. 
 
In the very same meeting where we voted to hire Jennifer, we also voted to elevate Dave Ellegood to serve as our new Director of 
Facilities. He is stepping into the role left open when Joe Capell retired last year. In the coming weeks we’ll be on the lookout for 
someone to provide additional part-time custodial support as Dave shifts into more of an administrative role.
 
Still not done…
 
During these past two years, we’ve also had an interim position among our administrative assistants. We knew that we were waiting 
to re-design our staff framework. Now, however, with the vote of the Deacons and Personnel Committee and the results of the 
Immeasurably More Campaign behind us, we reworked our administrative assistant structure. In addition to our Financial Assistant, 
we will have one assistant who provides support for Administration and Discipleship (we are very blessed to have Deborah Rivenbark 
who will take on this role), one assistant who will provide support for Worship and Mission (the interim position that we will now be 
looking to fill), and one assistant who will provide support for Connection & Care, as well as serve as, the assistant to the Senior Pastor 
(a role filled wonderfully by Brenda Walden). Each of our ministers will now have someone that works alongside them to help carry out 
the work of their particular ministry focus.
 
Which only leaves us with two searches—one for a Minister of Contemporary Worship & Young Adults, and one for a Minister to 
Children, both of which are currently under way. You’ll hear more about each of these searches along the way, but they obviously stand 
to have a huge impact on the ways that God will equip us “to become and help others become fully devoted followers of Christ.”  So be 
excited about all that God is doing in our midst to help us be a church capable of wrapping our arms around our entire community. 
Take seriously our shared commitment to give back from the financial resources God has given to us. And jump in and get busy being 
the hands and feet of Jesus in all the wonderful places our congregation is engaged. God is up to great things through our church! Let’s 
celebrate and get involved!



Get ready for those spring weddings by 
learning to shag now! Brad White will once 

again teach shag lessons at the Activities Center! 
Beginner lessons will start at 6:00 p.m. and 
intermediate lessons will start at 7:00. Both 
classes will be on four consecutive Thursday 

nights starting February 18 and finishing March 
10. The cost is $20/person for all four lessons. 

Sign up fast- class size is limited. It is 
recommended that you have a partner, but 

singles are welcome. It has been rumored that we 
may have an FBC minister or two in the class.

 
 

 
 Need exercise but you don’t 
want to get out in this cold 
weather? Join us Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 

2:00 p.m. as Tom Corder 
leads a walking group at the 
Activities Center gym. Just 

show up to join in on the fun 
exercise with FBC friends!

 
Zumba® classes are dance 
fitness classes that are fun, 

energetic, and make you feel 
amazing. You don’t have to 

worry if you are not 
coordinated or don’t know 

the moves since we start easy 
and work our way up! Classes 

are Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at 
the Activities Center. People 

of all fitness levels are invited!

IF:GATHERING
February 5th & 6th
Join our group of FBC women at the 2016 IF : Gathering, 
a women’s retreat live broadcasted from Austin, Texas. 
The retreat is February 5 and 6 at Port City Community 
Church and seeks to gather, equip and unleash our
generation of women to live out God’s calling on their 
lives. We are a generation of women that believes God at 
His Word that He called us to our places and will use us 
for His glory and for the good of His people. For questions call Gaye Thomas at 910-791-2943 or Annie Adams at 910-442-6235. 
Details & Registration: https://register.ifgathering.com/event/ifwilmington

There are several opportunities to get fit at FBC in 2016! Grab your friends and join us for fun group exercise to keep you 
motivated and healthy! Contact Margaret Johnson at 799-7564 if you have any questions or to sign up.

Mark Your Calendars for the 2016 Children’s 
Summer Camps
It’s that time of year again! Get ready for a fun and exciting summer with 
“It’s a Small World” children’s summer camps. Our camps are full of fun, 
devotions, worship, games, missions, sports, crafts, small groups, large groups 
and much more - all to teach the Bible and help our children grow in their faith. 
Registration opens March 1 on our website, www.fbcwilmington.org. 
Camps fill quickly so don’t delay!
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CURRENT 5TH & 6TH GRADERS

CURRENT RISING 1ST-6TH GRADERS

CHILDREN AGE 2 (BY MAY)- RISING K

CHILDREN RISING 1ST-6TH GRADE



In Sympathy
Christian Sympathy is extended to Sandra Yaun on the loss of her sister, 
Kay Grice, on January 11.
Christian sympathy is extended to the family and friends of Hester 
Edwards Nicholson on his passing on January 4. Hester was the oldest 
member of FBC and was a member for 79 years. 
Christian sympathy is extended to Ann Brown on the loss of her 
husband, Gene Brown, on January 21.

Christian sympathy is extended to Kim Theodorakis on the loss of her 
mother, Barbara (Bobbie) Ward, on December 31.

New Arrivals
Congratulations to Tyler and Courtney Thomas on the birth of their 
daughter, Campbell Elizabeth Thomas, born on January 13.
Congratulations to Dru and Elizabeth Wright on the birth of their son, 
James McKinnon Wright, born on January 11. 

Sharing Life Together L

[Not Just For] 
Teachers Training

Wednesdays, February 17 – March 16
6:30-7:30 p.m. at the FBC Activities Center

Unleash the power 
of God’s Word. Take 
the next step in 
lesson planning or 
your own personal 
study of Scripture. 
Pastor and scholar 
Bill Dunn will lead a 
5-week seminar that 
will bring Scripture 
to life as he offers 
you tools to better 
 understand and experience God’s Word. Sign up at 
www.fbcwilmington.org under the Events tab.
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$120,571.53
$158,875.06

       Help Hub Mission Night
On Sunday, January 10, eight youth 
groups from the Wilmington area
came together to make 200 soup 
kits for people who stop at the new 
Help Hub ministry in the 
Harrelson Center. FBC students 
participated in this collaborative 
and ecumenical outreach event. 
The theme of the night was “Be the Light,” as the 
200+ participants were challenged by various speakers, 
worshipped together, and took a prayer walk around the 
Harrelson Center to be a light for Christ in their homes, 
neighborhood, and school. 

Volunteers are always needed at the Help Hub which provides short-term or emergency assistance to 
individuals and families in need of financial help and/ or guidance to connect them with additional 
resources. To find out more about the Harrelson Center Help Hub, visit www.harrelsoncenter.org.

January Goals
January Receipts

YTD Goals
YTD Receipts:

$120,571.53
$158,875.06

$273,738.00
$1,936,379.00

December 
2015 Giving

        December 2015 Receipts:
                 2015 YTD Receipts: January 2015 Receipts: $120,572.00

January 2016 Giving



The following memorials have been given generously, and 
we are deeply grateful:

     Memorial Gifts
General Fund

In honor of Steve Leger
by employees of 

Prestige Kitchen & Bath

In memory of G. Earl Thompson
by Doris L. Thompson

In memory of Ruth St. Clair
by Richard & Edith Edwards

In memory of Harriet Barlowe
by Sharon M. Smallwood

  Baptist Children’s Homes
In memory of W. Dan Moore 

by R. Michael & Tannis Nelson

Join Us for Tuesday 
Noon Worship in 
February
Join us for Tuesday Noon each week! We meet each 
week for a wonderful meal ($5/person) and time of
 fellowship that is followed by a short devotional. 
The upcoming schedule is as follows:

The updated schedule and menu are always on our 
website under the Worship tab. 

Our Very Own
Members Are Published!   

Congratulations to Frank Hawkins who now has a 
book published, “Following the Growth Angel”.  The 

book uses the metaphor of the angel of Eden, which 
invites us from one growth stage to the next, he traces 
their lives (and ours) through life’s five developmental 
stages from childhood to old age. 
 

Kenan Maready also has a published book, “Chinquapin 
The Way We Lived”. The book shares Kenan’s memories 
of the way his family and neighbors lived in eastern rural 
North Carolina in the 1930’s and 1940’s during the Great 
Depression and World War II. The book recalls some 
humorous events in their lives but it also reveals a 
shade of poverty and hardship which undoubtedly 
strengthened their character. They are better people for 
having lived through it. 

Both books are available on Amazon.

Music Ministry
In honor of John & Melinda Daniels

by Jay  & Judy Brown

In honor of Susan & Billy Crocker
by Willis & Ann Brown

In memory of Gene Brown
by Jay & Judy Brown

by Joe Manley
by Janet & Fred Nelson

In memory of Pansy Reese
by Joan Marshall

In memory of Mararuth Cox
by Jim & Glenda Currin

Attendance

Worship      624         672         498        683       N/A    
  
Sunday       536         534         467        562       565    
School      

JAN
3

JAN
10

JAN
17

JAN
24

February 2  -  Nathan Tuttle
February 9   - Jayne Davis
February 16   - Don Vigus
February 23  -  Jim Everette
March 1   -  Matt Cook

Worship 
Schedule

When Jesus Shows Up
February 7

“We Can Be With God”
Luke 9:28-35
Matt Cook
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JAN
31

 February 10
 ASH WEDNESDAY

“Treasure Hunt”
Matt 6:19-21
Matt Cook

February 14
“Settling for Less”

Luke 4:1-13
Matt Cook

February 21
“Foxes and Chickens”

Luke 13:31-34
Jim Everette

February 28
“The Good of the Bad”

Luke 13:6-9
Matt Cook

FBC Preschool Enrollment 
Enrollment is now open for the First Baptist Christian Preschool 2016-2017 
school year. You can enroll by downloading the enrollment form on our 
website or by contacting Amanda Norris, FBC Christian Preschool Director, 
at 910-332-5732.



“Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s 
stead, 
        be ye reconciled to God.” 
                   - 2 Corinthians 5:20

There Are Still Spots 
for the 2016 Spirituality 
Retreat
Was one of your New Year’s resolutions to get closer to God? To deepen 
your prayer life? There are still a few spots left for this year’s Spirituality 
Retreat February 26-28 in beautiful Asheboro, NC.  Join your FBC
 ministers and members at the Caraway Conference Center for fellowship, 
worship, laughter, time away to hear God’s voice, time to connect more 
deeply to God, individual reflection and peaceful walks along the lake & trails. 
If you have questions call Jayne Davis at 763-2471. 

Sign up now at www.fbcwilmington.org. 

 Two Offerings for February
The month of February is Woman’s Missionary Union 

focus month. WMU has been an important part of the 
life of First Baptist Church for over one hundred years 

and it continues today through the Betty Stike Women on 
Mission Group.  Members of this Mission Group ask that you join them in supporting the valuable  

work of WMU of North Carolina by making a donation to the annual Heck-Jones Offering. Your 
donation will enable WMU of North Carolina to continue its tireless efforts to support mission edu-

cation programs, ministry opportunities and mission projects 
throughout our State and beyond.     

 Checks should be made payable to First Baptist with WMU NC and 
any special designation in the memo line. Checks can be put in the 

collection plate on Sundays or mailed directly to the church office at 
411 Market Street, Wilmington, NC 28401, ATTN Finance Dept.

February is also the month we assist with the care of our older adult 
brothers and sisters in Christ. With four retirement communities, 
Baptist Retirement Homes (BRH) of North Carolina provides all levels 
of care for older adults, including special programs for those with 
dementia-related disorders like Alzheimer’s Disease. Rising costs and 
decreased federal and state assistance have made maintaining BRH’s high 
standard of care increasingly difficult. Many residents who have been able 
to pay for their care are finding themselves in financial need. Over 40% of 
the residents depend on some level of benevolent care. Please help by 
contributing toward our FBC goal of $3,000.

FBC College Students Travel 
to Passion Conference
Over 40,000 college students spent January 2-4 in Atlanta for the 2016 
Passion Conference. The First Baptist GPS College Group shared this 
tremendous spiritual weekend with college students from all over the 
nation and from 64 different countries. The worship music was led by 
Chris Tomlin, David Crowder, Hillsong and Rend Collective. All of our 
GPS students spent time in worship and small groups sharing their 

faith and hearing from other college students about 
their walk with Jesus.
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“Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s 
stead, 
        be ye reconciled to God.” 
                   - 2 Corinthians 5:20

Going on a mission trip to Johannesburg, 
South Africa is a truly spiritual experience. 

Not only do you get to share the love of 
Jesus with some of the poorest of the poor, 
but you get to spend time with some of the 

most gifted African missionary workers. We 
will work in Emmaus where we will help 

leaders of a young church among the Zulu 
people. The trip is church-wide and the cost 

is $1,950.

There are two opportunities to be the hands 
of God in Guatemala in 2016. The first is a 

Youth Group trip in July and a church-wide 
trip October 2–October 9. We will build 
houses for Guatemalan families living in 
the mountains, give food to hundreds of 
families to last them a month and spend 
time with Guatemalan children and their 
families as they receive love, friendship & 

have fun with soccer balls donated by FBC! 
Total cost is $850.

Current 10th, 11th, & 12th graders are 
invited to participate in FBC’s annual trip 
to Guatemala. Our team will help build 16 
homes, lead a food distribution effort, and 

have many opportunities to share and show 
the love of Christ to the children and 

families of this beautiful country. Due to 
limited spots, active FBC youth ministry 

participants have first priority. Cost is $900.

The Puerto Rico College Mission Trip will 
return to the same church we visited in 2009 
- Metropolis Baptist Church. We will build a 
preschool in Puerto Rico and plan children 

and youth activities in the evening. The 
Metropolis Baptist Church is a very 

active and growing church and is 
mission-minded throughout their 

community and the world. It will be very 
exciting for our college students to spend 
time with Pastor Jesus Garcia during our 

week of mission work. Cost is $850.

Current 8th & 9th graders will have the 
opportunity serve in our nation’s capital this 
summer! We will work on home repairs in 
impoverished areas and reach out to local 

children through Bible camps. We will wrap 
up our work days with an awesome worship 
experience and church family time. Cost is 

$325. Contact Nathan Tuttle to sign up.

Current 6th & 7th graders- are you ready 
for the best week of your life!? If so, join us 

for Student Life Camp at the Georgia Baptist 
Conference Center! There will be tons of 

water recreation, an awesome worship band 
and camp speaker, and thought-provoking 

Bible study times. These are just a few of 
the many great things in store for our week 

together! Cost is $325. 



We are delighted to welcome district attorney Ben David to speak at our Annual Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast 
sponsored by the FBC Men’s Ministry. Ben David has been the district attorney for New Hanover and 
Pender counties in Southeastern North Carolina since 2004.
As our district attorney, Ben David has been involved in prosecuting high-profile cases in his office, such as 
death-penalty cases and non-capital murder cases. He is from Gainesville, Florida and attended the 
University of Florida before he moved to North Carolina to attend Wake Forest University School of Law. 
He is also a member of the Wilmington Rotary, a founding member of the Blue Ribbon Commission to End 
Youth Violence in our area and a founding father of the Domestic Violence Shelter. 
Tickets to the Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast are $5.00 and are available at the church office (see Brenda or 
Deborah), at the Activities Center or you can purchase them through Vick Griffin or Bruce Lennon.

Kingdom News is a monthly publication 
of First Baptist Church of Wilmington,  NC            
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Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast


